[Syncope in prehospital emergency medicine].
Loss of consciousness is a frequent cause for an emergency call to the emergency medical services (EMS). It can be associated with life-threatening conditions. A distinction must be made between transient loss of consciousness (TLOC) and syncope, which is of cardiovascular origin by definition. Initial assessment in prehospital emergency care should follow the ABCDE algorithm including a 12-lead ECG. The presence of important risk factors such as occurrence in supine position, physical stress, palpitations, history of heart diseases, and any abnormalities in the ECG warrants hospital admission. Initial treatment without admission to an emergency department may only be acceptable for healthy patients without any risk factors and injuries, when vital signs are normal and an orthostatic etiology seems most likely.